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Introduction to Map-Me 
 
Map-aŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ΨŦǳȊȊȅΩ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊΧΚΣ άǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭΧΚέ ƻǊ 
άǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘΧΚέΦ The system permits you to design a survey website, which 
can collect demographic information regarding your users, and then permits them to 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎǇǊŀȅŎŀƴέ ƳŀǇ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘin 
Google Maps. 
 
The data that you collect will relate to ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ΨǘƻǇƛŎΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǳǎŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ōȅ ΨǎǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΩ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ 
questions which the user may respond to with text answers, in order to provide 
context to the patterns that they spray on the map. 
 
This document will demonstrate how to create an account with Map-Me, build your 
own Map-Me survey site, download your results, and then import those results into 
a variety of software for analysis. 
 
Creating an account 
 
In order to get started with Map-Me, the first step is to create a user account. This is 
very simple; all that is required is to go to: 
 

http://map-me.org 
 
Where you will be presented with the following form: 
 

 
 
If you have previously created an account, then you can simply log in to Map-Me 
ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƎƛƴέ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ create yourself an account by 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¦ǎŜǊƴŀƳŜέ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άwŜƎƛǎǘŜǊέ form, and 

http://map-me.org/


then adding your required password into the Password boxes and pressing 
άwŜƎƛǎǘŜǊέΦ 
 
This will create a user account for you in Map-aŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaŀǇ-
aŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΦ Here will be listed all of the sites that you 
have created, and a link allowing ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άDŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜέΦ Along with the list of 
sites, are links allowing you to edit or delete a site, and also to download various 
tables of data relating to your Map-Me sites. If you click on the name of one of your 
sites, it will take you to the site itself. 
 

 
 
Creating a site 
 
To create a site, click on the άDŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜέ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ άaŀǇ-aŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊέΦ 
This will ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaŀǇ-aŜ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƛƴ 
order to create a new Map-Me site. 
 

 
 
 
The first question relates to map data: 
 

 
 
If you want to ŀŘŘ ŀ Ya[ Řŀǘŀ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǇΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
the relative fiƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ά¦ǇƭƻŀŘ Ya[έΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻƻƎƭŜ aŀǇ 
(halfway down the page), and will zoom the map to the data. 
 



¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƛǘƭŜέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
to add some introductory text to your organisation and study. 
 

  
Following this, you have the opportunity to load an image (normally your 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƻƎƻύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǿŜƭŎƻƳŜέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ 
pages of your websites. Simply click on άBrowseέ, and select an image file for the 
image you would like to use. The image will be displayed in the dimensions and 
resolution at which it is provided, so it is simple for you to control exactly what the 
image will look like on your site, by altering the image to your exact specifications 
using image processing software such as GIMP (available at 
http://www.gimp.org/downloads/) prior to uploading. 
 

 
 
The next step is to create questions relating to the demographic information that 
you would like to collect from your users (age, sex, occupation etc.). These questions 
will be presented to the users in a form on your welcome page, and come in two 
forms, free text entry, or radio buttons. 
 
If you want to create a free text entry question, then simply enter your question, and 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ άhǇǘƛƻƴέ ōƭŀƴƪΦ 
 
If you would like to create a radio button question, then simply fill the question into 
ǘƘŜ άvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ōƻȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άhǇǘƛƻƴέ ōƻȄΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ 
άbƻǘ DƛǾŜƴέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ the start of your form, so you do not need to 
ŀŘŘ ŀ ΨƴǳƭƭΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ Ŧǳrther 
questions (either free-text or radio button) until your demographic form is complete. 
 

http://www.gimp.org/downloads/


 
 
Next, ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ 
Simply use the Google Maps controls in order to set up the map to the location and 
zoom level that you would like it to be set at when your users see it. If you elected to 
load in a KML data file at the start of this form, then you will see that the map will 
already be set to view the loaded data. 
 
If you want to zoom to a specific place name or coordinate location, then simply type 
the name or coordinate pair into the text box immediately below the map, and click 
ƻƴ άDƻ ǘƻ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 
 

 
 
Once you have set up your map, it is time to select a title and URL for your site. You 
can set the title of your site to anything that you like, but the URL name needs to be 
10 characters or less, contain no spaces, and must not have been already taken by 
any other Map-Me Site. 
 
Your URL name will be the name used in the address of the site that you are 
creating, in the form: 
 



http://map-me.org/sites/[YOUR_URL_NAME]  
 
{ƻΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ άǘŜǎǘмέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜ 
would be: 

 
http://map-me.org/sites/test1 

 
If you select a URL name that has been taken, then it will appear in red, available 
URL names will appear in green. It should also be noted that the address you choose 
here will not be editable in future, so choose carefully! 
 

 
 
Next it is time to set up ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŀȅ ΨǇŀƛƴǘΩ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǎǇǊŀȅ ƛǘ ƻƴ 
the map. To Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǎƭƛŘŜǊǎΩ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎŀƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
ΨōƭƻōǎΩ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ όά.ƭƻō ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊέύΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ΨōƭƻōǎΩ 
ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ όά{ǇǊŀȅ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊέύΦ 
 

 
 
Now it is time to add your questions to the site. This interface is essentially the same 
as the one used to add the demographic questions. The main difference is the 
ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǎǇǊŀȅΚέ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄΦ 
 
This time, your ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǘǎΤ ά¢ƻǇƛŎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
be the spatial questions that users are answering by spraying on the map, and sub-
questions, which should be specific questions that the users can answer with text 
input, in order to explain and contextualise their spray patterns. 
 
First, add your topic question όŜΦƎΦ άǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΧΚέύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǇƛŎ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǎǇǊŀȅΚέ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǇƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŀƛƴǘΩ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
on your site. Then you simply add your text-ōŀǎŜŘ άǎǳōǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ōȅ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ά{ǳōǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ 
add as many additional subquestions as are required. It is recommended that 3 or 



fewer subquestions are used per question, though there is no limit on how many you 
can have. 
 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳōǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άŀŘŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 9ƳǇǘȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ 
subquestion text boxes will be ignored by the system, though they can be removed 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ άǊŜƳƻǾŜέ ƭƛƴƪǎΦ 
 

 
 
When you have finished adding ÙÏÕÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÄÄ Á ȰÔÈÁÎËÙÏÕȱ ÐÁÇÅ 
that your users will see once they have completed the survey. As with the 
welcome page, you have the ability to add a title, and a main text entry, that may 
be used to thank your users, and perhaps to give some information regarding 
what will be done with the results of your survey. 
 

  
The last setting to determine is what will be done with the user once they leave 
ÙÏÕÒ Ȱ4ÈÁÎËÙÏÕȱ ÐÁÇÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ a forwarding 
web address where the user will be sent to. If you leave it blank, then the user 
will be returned to the start of your site. Please note, that the full valis web 
ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ɉÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾȣ ÏÒ ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾɊ ÉÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȢ 
 

  
 
Finally, when you are happy with your site, just ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
 



 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άwŜǾƛŜǿέ ǇŀƎŜΣ which lists the demographic and 
survey questions that you have set in their respective colours. 
 
This page also gives you the choice to view your site, edit it, or return to your 
homepage, as well as test the address that your users will be forwarded to after they 
have completed your survey. 
 

 
 
Editing a site 
 
You may make changes to a site, including adding or removing questions by clicking 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά9Řƛǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ site name in your sites list in the άMap-Me 
Managerέ, or on the link at the bottom of the review page. This will take you to the 
άaŀǇ-aŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊέΣ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaŀǇ-aŜ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊέΦ 
 

 
 
You can use this Editor to change any part of your site except for the URL (which 
must remain the same). If you are unhappy with your changes, you may click on the 



άwŜǎŜǘ ±ŀƭǳŜǎέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ When you are happy 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŘƛǘǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜέΦ 
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άwŜǾƛŜǿέ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ 
the choice to view your site, edit it again, or return to your homepage. 
 
Deleting a site 
 
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƭŜǘŜέ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ name in 
your list of sites, which will remove it from the Map-Me Manager. 
 
Analysing Results 
 
This section will walk you through how to download the data that has been 
generated within your Map-Me website. Some brief examples will then be provided 
as to how to import this data into some database, statistical, and GIS software for 
analysis. 
 
In order to be as inclusive as possible, the examples given here will relate to free, 
open-source software packages that will operate across a multitude of different 
operating systems.  
 
Downloading your results  
 
When viewing your homepage, each site listed is followed by a number of links 
(below), relating to tables of data that may be downloaded from Map-Me. 
 

 
 
These links relate to: 

¶ .ƭƻōǎΥ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭƻōǎΩ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǇΦ 

¶ Users: all of the people that have viewed your site. 

¶ Questions: the ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ΨǘƻǇƛŎΩ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘŜΦ 

¶ Subquestions: the specific questions set for each question within your 
website. 

¶ Answers: the text answers that users submitted to your subquestions. 

¶ Dem Questions: the demographic questions that you set to be answered be 
users prior to them proceeding to your map. 

¶ Dem Options: the options relating to those demographic questions that you 
set that are radio buttons as opposed to text boxes. 



¶ Dem Answers: the answers that users submitted to your deographic 
questions. 

¶ User Comments: the comments users left relating to your website on the 
thankyou page (after they have finished). 

 
Each link will download all of your data in a comma separated *.CSV file, which is a 
convenient format for data to be imported into a variety of database, statistical and 
GIS software. The following sections will describe how to add these data to some 
example software, including a spreadsheet application, a database application, and a 
GIS. 
 
Introduction to LibreOffice 
 
In their own words: 
 
άLibreOffice is the power-packed free, libre and open source personal productivity 

suite for Windows, Macintosh and GNU/Linux, that gives you six feature-rich 
applications for all your document production and data processing needs.έ 

 
For the purposes of analysing data from Map-Me, the Calc and Base (similar in 
ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ Excel and Access packages respectively) applications 
from within LibreOffice will be used. 
 
Further information is given at: 
 

http://www.libreoffice.org/ 
 
Downloading LibreOffice 
 
Operating system specific downloads and instructions are available at: 
  

http://www.libreoffice.org/download/ 
 
 
 
Importing in to Calc 
 
Calc is a spreadsheet application, similar to (and completely inter-operable with) 
Microsoft Excel. As such, CSV files can be opened natively. All that you need to do is 
to click on the open button: 
 

 
 
hǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άhǇŜƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCƛƭŜέ ƳŜƴǳΦ 
 

http://www.libreoffice.org/
http://www.libreoffice.org/download/


 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ άhǇŜƴέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƭŜ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
Map-aŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhǇŜƴέΦ  
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŜȄǘ LƳǇƻǊǘέ dialogue, which should be set up with the 
ά{ŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳŀέ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ǘƛŎƪŜŘΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ άhǘƘŜǊ 
hǇǘƛƻƴǎέΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ άvǳƻǘŜŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀǎ ǘŜȄǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΦ 
 

 
 
This will open the file in Calc for analysis. 
 
Importing into Base 
 



Base is a database application, similar to Microsoft Access. It is possible to load all of 
the tables downloaded from Map-Me into a database file, and perform a multitude 
of queries upon them for analysis, or to create new CSV files to be used for analysis 
in Calc, QGIS or another application. 
 
When you open Base, you ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ά5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎΥ 
 

 
 
[ŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛȊŀǊŘ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘέΦ This will move 
you onto page 2 of ǘƘŜ ǿƛȊŀǊŘΦ {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά¸ŜǎΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜέ ŀƴŘ άhǇŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƴƎέ, then press άCƛƴƛǎƘέΦ  
 



 
 
This will open Base with an empty database. {ŜƭŜŎǘ ά¢ŀōƭŜǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
left.  
 

 
 
Base does not currently have a text import facility, so the easiest way to open your 
data in Base is to first open it in Calc as above. Once it is open in Calc, click on the tab 
όƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ά{ƘŜŜǘ мέύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀōƭŜǎέ 
box in Base. 



 

 
 

 
 
This will open the ά/ƻǇȅ ¢ŀōƭŜέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ: 
 

 
 
Name the table as you would like it to be referred to by Base, and Set the option to 
ά5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀέ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ ά¦ǎŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƴŀƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 
ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ YŜȅέΦ Then press Next, which will move you to ǘƘŜ ά!Ř /ƻƭǳƳƴǎέ 
dialogue. 
IŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ όά/ƻƭǳƳƴέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀύ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ άŀǊǊƻǿέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άbŜȄǘέΦ 
 



 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¢ȅǇŜ CƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ, where you must set the data 
type for each column.  
 

 
 



Once ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ .ŀǎŜΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ǘŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀōƭŜǎέ ōƻȄΦ 
 

 
 
Working with data in Base 
 
Once your data is loaded into Base, all that is required is to ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άvǳŜǊƛŜǎέ 
option to begin subsetting and joining data. 
 

 
 
There are options to create queries with a wizard or graphical designer, but it is 
recommended for full control that the SQL interface is used. In order to access this, 
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ vǳŜǊȅ ƛƴ {v[ ±ƛŜǿΧέ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ά¢ŀǎƪǎέΦ 
 

 
 
This will open an editor from which you may type in SQL commands, and run them 
ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άwǳƴ vǳŜǊȅέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
 



 
 
The results will be displayed above the query. 
 

 
 
vǳŜǊƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǾŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
 

 
 
Introduction to QGIS 
In their own words: 
 
άQuantum GIS (QGIS) is a user friendly Open Source Geographic Information System 
(GIS) licensed under the GNU General Public License. QGIS is an official project of the 

Open Source Geospatial Foundation (OSGeo). It runs on Linux, Unix, Mac OSX, 
Windows and Android and supports numerous vector, raster, and database formats 

and functionalities.έ 
 
Further information is given at: 
 

http://www.qgis.org/ 
 

Downloading QGIS 
 
Information regarding how to download QGIS for a wide variety of operating 
systems is given here: 
 

http://hub.qgis.org/projects/quantum-gis/wiki/Download 
 
Importing into QGIS 
 
Any GIS can normally open or import a CSV file with ease, and QGIS is no different. If 
the CSV represents spatial data, there is a plugin available within QGIS that will 
handle the import for you. If the data is not spatial, then QGIS can simply open the 
table ƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ōȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŘ ǾŜŎǘƻǊ ƭŀȅŜǊέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΥ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GIS
http://www.gnu.org/licenses/old-licenses/lgpl-2.0.html
http://www.osgeo.org/
http://www.qgis.org/
http://hub.qgis.org/projects/quantum-gis/wiki/Download


 

 
 
Alternatively, this can be achieved ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ά!ŘŘ ±ŜŎǘƻǊ [ŀȅŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊέ 
menu. 
 

 
 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŘ ±ŜŎǘƻǊ [ŀȅŜǊέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘer to 
ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΦ 
 

 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƻ ά/ƻƳƳŀ {ŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ±ŀƭǳŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴΦ hƴŎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άhǇŜƴέΦ 
 

 
 



This will add the non-ǎǇŀǘƛŀƭ ŘŀǘŀǎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊǎέ ƭƛǎǘ ƻƴ vDL{. The data can be 
ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊǎέ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άhǇŜƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 
ǘŀōƭŜέΦ 
 

 
 
Activating the Plugin 
 
If you have yet to use this plugin, then the first step is to turn it on. In order to do 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨtƭǳƎƛƴǎΩ ƳŜƴǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ top of the screen, and click on the 
ΨaŀƴŀƎŜ tƭǳƎƛƴǎΩ option. 
 

 
This will provide you with the below dialogue: 
 

 
 
!ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ŀŘŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪōƻȄ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ά!ŘŘ 5ŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ Text 
[ŀȅŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άhYέΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
disappear and an icon will have been added to the toolbar. 
 

 
 
¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊέ ƳŜƴǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǘǊŀ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ŘŘ 5ŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ¢ŜȄǘ [ŀȅŜǊέΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōƭǳŜ ƛŎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
added. 
 



 
 
Adding your CSV data 
 
Now that this is complete, all that you need to do is click on the blue button in the 
ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΣ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŘ 5ŜƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ¢ŜȄǘ [ŀȅŜǊέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊέ ƳŜƴǳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
open the below dialogue: 
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ōƭŀƴƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
your downloaded map-me file. QGIS will then populate as many of the fields in the 
dialogue as it can, which may be adjusted by you as required: 
 

¶ Layer name: should contain the by which the GIS will refer to your data. 



¶ Select Plain Character, and ǎŜǘ ǘƻ άΣέΦ 

¶ Set ά{ǘŀǊǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ Ǌƻǿέ to 0 

¶ Select ά· ¸ CƛŜƭŘǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ά· ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ άƭƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ¸ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘƻ άƭŀǘέΦ 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
{ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ²D{упΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ vDL{ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέ.  
 

 
 
LŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ά²D{упέΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘέ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ά!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ǘƻ ά9t{DέΣ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊέ ǘƻ άL5έ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘȅǇŜ 
άпонсέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ άCƛƴŘέΦ 
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳέ ǘƻ ά²D{упΦ ¢ƘŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΦ 
 
hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ άhYέΣ ǘƘŜƴ vDL{ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊǎέ ƭƛǎǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘΦ 
 



 
 
Viewing the data 
 
Now the layer is fully registered within the GIS for analysis. Right clicking on the layer 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άhǇŜƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘŀōƭŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 
ά!ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ tableέ of data.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜέ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊ, or the 
άLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ CŜŀǘǳǊŜέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά±ƛŜǿέ ƳŜƴǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ 
 

 
 

 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōƭƻōǎΩ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
able to see the data associated with that particular data point. 



 

 
 
Sub-setting the data 
 
It may be the case that you only want to view some of the data that you have 
analysed. In this case, you can select the data that you are interested in by entering 
ǘƘŜ ά!ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ¢ŀōƭŜέ όŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜύΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ 
right-hand of the table. 
 

 
 
This will open a dialog that will allow you to build up an SQL query in order to 
determine exactly what subset of data you would like to view. It is beyond the scope 
of this document to demonstrate SQL queries here, but an internet search will 
provide a multitude of examples and tutorials. 
 
hƴŎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀȅŜǊǎέ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
ά{ŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ DL{ ƭŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜΦ 
 

 
 
Joining multiple tables of data 
 



For some more complex analyses, you may wish to join together two or more of the 
tables downloaded from Map-Me, in order, for example, to compare the answers to 
your questions that were given by a specific user, and where they sprayed. 
 
In this case, all that you need to do is ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ά[ŀȅŜǊ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎέΦ  
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άWƻƛƴǎέ ǘŀōΥ 
 

 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άҌέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΥ 
 

 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘŘ Wƻƛƴέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΥ 
 

 
 



All that is required is to select the fields upon which you would like QGIS to join the 
data, and select these in Join field, and Target field. In order to assist with this, all of 
ǘƘŜ L5Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ aŀǇ-Me data are named by the convention Ψid_[tableϐΩ, and so the 
names of corresponding fields will always match between tables. ¢ƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ άhYέΣ 
ŀƴŘ άhYέ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΦ 
 
If you then open the attribute table of the table that you joined the second table to, 
then you will see that it now contains all of the fields of both tables. 
 
Creating KML data 
 
Downloading Google Earth 
 
Google Earth is a virtual globe, map and geographical information program. It is free 
to download the standard version, and it is compatible with a wide variety of 
operating systems. If you do not already have Google Earth installed on your 
machine, it can be downloaded from: 
 

http://www.google.com/earth/index.html 
 
Simply download and run the installer. 
 
Digitising KML data using Google Earth 
 
KML (Keyhole Markup Language) is the native format of Google Earth, and as such it 
is very simple to create KML data from within Google Earth. 
 
Simply navigate the map to your required location, and press one of the άdigitizeΩ 
buttons to create either a point, line or polygon shape on the map: 
 

 
 
Simply draw the required data onto the map, and set the name and  colours / 
symbols required for your data in the άStyle, Colorέ tab of the άPropertiesέ window 
that opens. 
 

http://www.google.com/earth/index.html


 
 
Once you have finished, simply press άOKέ and your data will appear in the άLayersέ 
list to the left of the screen. 
 

 
 
 
If you want to make any adjustments to the style of your layer, simply right-click on 
it in the άLayersέ list, and click on άPropertiesέ, which will re-open the άPropertiesέ 
dialogue. 
 



 
 
 
To export the data to a KML file, right click on the layer in the άLayersέ list, and click 
on άSave Place Asέ. This will open a standard άSave Asέ dialogue, simply select the 
location and name of your file, and change the άFile Typeέ to KML (not KMZ, which is 
the default). 
 

 
 
Click άSaveέ, and this will create a KML file ready to upload to Map-Me. 
 
Converting data to KML using QGIS 
 
If you already have GIS data in a different format to KML (e.g. an ESRI Shapefile, or 
MapInfo TAB), then it is simple to convert using QGIS. 
 
The first step is to load the data to QGIS, by clicking on the άAdd Vectorέ button. 
 

 
 
This will provide you with a standard άFile Openέ dialogue, within which you are able 
to select your data and click άOpenέ to load it into QGIS. The layer will now be listed 
in the άLayersέ list. 
 
All that is then required is to right-click on the layer, and click on άSave Asέ. 
 



 
 
This will open the άSave vector layer asΧέ dialogue. Set άFormatέ to άKeyhole 
Markup Language [KML]έ, CRS to άWGS 84έ, check the box next to άSkip attribute 
creationέ and click on the άBrowseέ button for άSave asέ and select the location and 
name for the KML file. Finally press άOKέ. 
 

 
 
A file suitable for uploading to Map-Me will then be created. It is recommended to 
add any required styles to this file in Google Earth prior to uploading. 


